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hills, hiding even their comparatively low tops. There
were few seals in Elsehul and they lay on the beach since the
land sloped too sharply to the sea for them to climb far from
the shore. The sealers, therefore, made short work of them
and soon the Don Ernesto left Elsehul, steaming out of that
landlocked harbour into the grey outer sea, from which a
swell rolled up out of the vagueness and crashed in foam
against the feet of green cliffs, whose tops were hidden by a
pall of mist. We passed Cape Paryadin, where the grey
Mollymauk gulls sat in thousands on their nests among the
tussock, and rolled through Stewart Strait between the
mainland and Bird Island. Here myriads of sea birds
wheeled and cried endlessly, adding to the lonely desolation
of the place. So in the forenoon, after hours of steaming,
we came to Undine Harbour, a quarter of an hour's walk
from Elsehul. It was a dangerous and rocky bay and the
sea broke in foam upon submerged fangs of rock in many
places far from the beach. As we approached it from the
sea we could make out, upon the slopes of tussock grass over-
looking the bay, thousands of white specks. As we came
nearer they resolved themselves into great birds sitting upon
their' nests.
I was now tired of the slaughter upon the beach and so,
while the seal population of Undine were being driven down
to the beach, shot and skinned, I went for a walk inland, I
followed a fresh-water stream up among the tussock. Where
the stream debouched from the tussock on to the beach and
disappeared among the shingle it made a large pool in which
several cow seals lay, fouling the water and turning it
brown, and for the first hundred yards or so it had the
ammoniacal stench of their excrement. The mud among
the tussock at the sides of the stream had been plastered flat
by them and several young cows lay in it with black mud up
to their eyes. But a little higher up the stream ran bright
and clear, bubbling over mossy stones, sometimes cascading
through a gorge over which last winter's dusty snow made a